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a philosopher, he was also too much interested in the
theoretic aspect of political events to view the gov-
ernment of the Rump, now that it was there, only as
an object of enmity and hate. Eagerly as lie had sup-
ported the monarchy, willing in the. enjoyment of its
protection to bear its shackles that left him free to ac-
complish the philosophic designs he had at heart, ho.
could not but see that this new government, not less
powerful to protect, held out to him, whether in spite or
by reason of its origin, an opportunity of free speech on
subjects that otherwise were sealed. "While his political
views, as he had always declared, were not those of a
common royalist pa,rtisan but had a truth and a value,
tinder any form of sovereignty, lie knew that, except
under conditions of social and political unsottlement as
in England, he hardly could venture to stray beyond his
philosophical scheme into the field of religious dogma.
To have, in propounding his doctrine of the. place of
religion in the State, the advantage of free expression
upon forbidden subjects which he had deeply considered,
it seemed little in him, a private citizen and solitary
thinker, to face the question of transfer of the. subject's
allegiance from a government overthrown to a new
power erect upon its ruins; and the rather, as he had no
idea of abandoning his view that monarchy was incom-
parably the best government, and rebellion (though it
now gave him the chance of declaring how it might bo
prevented for evermore) the most heinous of crimes.
Not, therefore, with any thought of turning renegade,
as his enemies afterwards asserted, but also without pre-
tending to himself that he was doing the, exiled prince
a service, as he was fain afterwards to represent in his